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REPORT OF ARTHUR T. WILLIAMS, PRESIDENT, TO THE TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL,
SOCIETY, ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA, FEBRUARY 17TH, 1926.
Members of the Florida Historical Society:
It is with a feeling of great pleasure that I, as
President of The Florida Historical Society, in compliance with the statutes of the organization, address
the members assembled in the twenty-third annual
meeting within these rooms dedicated to the quest
for, and the preservation of, the truths of history.
Fourteen months have passed since the last annual
meeting held in Tallahassee during the Centennial
Celebration of 1924 - months fraught with much that
is gratifying and beneficial to the growth of the Society.
Oftimes it is the privilege of the presiding officer
to become the mouth-piece through which the voices
of his co-ordinates find expression ; therefore, it is with
keen gratification, the more keen because it is most
just, that I convey to the St. Petersburg members of
The Florida Historical Society our sincere and fervent
appreciation of your stimulating interest in the organic affairs - an interest which has been exceedingly gratifying and most beneficial to the growth of the
Society. The majority of your memberships have extended but the short period of one year, yet today
you number 27 on our roster and your valuation is
not to be estimated numerically. Fourteen months
ago, through your representative, Dr. A. H. Phinney,
we accepted your cordial invitation to assemble in
annual meeting in this beautiful city of St. Petersburg with a sensibility of the thoughtful courtesy
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which urged you to extend the hand of friendship to
a society with which, at that time, most of you were
not affiliated. It was a most gracious act and will
ever be remembered as such. Today we feel that we
are among friends - friends who have demonstrated
their interest and sincerity by uniting with us in the
worthy cause we are attempting to serve. The many
courtesies and the cordiality of the greetings extended
to us today will, I assure you, remain a bright spot
in the intimate history of The Florida Historical
Society.
I feel in submitting for your information the following reports, activities, and the healthy condition
of the Society for the past fourteen months that I am
the bearer of exceeding good news. In the President’s report of November, 1924, the following figures on membership were given; 5 Life members, 4
Honorary members, and 117 Active members, a total
of 126 enrolled. Today there are 2 Honorary members, 6 Life members, 6 Contributing members, and
270 Active members, a total of 284 names upon the
roster of The Florida Historical Society-more than
double the membership of last year. Certainly, to
me, the progress in membership has been most gratifying.
Of the 158 new members gained during the past
year, 58 are directly attributable to Dr. A. H. Phinney, whose unflagging energy has been one of our
greatest assets. To Mr. J. C. Yonge of Pensacola, so
vitally interested in every phase of the work of the
Society, are attributed 60 enrollments. Through their
successful exertions the quarterly publication of the
Society is distributed, not only within the boundaries
of our field of operation, Florida, but has entered
many homes in the north and far west, thereby gaining for The Florida Historical Society many intelligent friends and a dignified publicity of our cause
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which is most advantageous to us. The warm appreciation of the Society is extended to both these gentlemen for their splendid work. To Dr. Phinney we
must add-it is but another reason why the assembling in St. Petersburg was so eagerly anticipated by
all of us.
While this splendid increase in membership is
most encouraging, we must not forget the fact that
the dues of membership do not yet balance the yearly
expenditures. The deficit has heretofore been met
by contribution, but I feel that it is the desire of every
member that the Society be placed upon an assured
foundation whereupon it may function in a healthy
financial condition. We can not, in justice, call ourselves a wholly successful organization until such a
condition exists.
In the Quarterly periodical edited by Mr. Julien
C. Yonge of Pensacola, we have the pulse of the Society. It is through this publication that the life of
our organization will become more stimulated and invigorated with the years, and it is the medium
through which our work becomes known to the public
whose interest we desire to arouse. Under the able
direction of Mr. Yonge, and by its many excellent
articles of deep historical significance, the periodical
is rapidly winning an enviable reputation. We have
on our mailing list 14 exchanges of note, all of which
have been requested. I feel so keenly its great importance as a constructive power for the Society that
I should like to expand it with every issue--certainly
it must not be curtailed. From the 270 Active members enrolled we receive $2.00 per annum, or $540.00.
Added to this is the $60.00 per annum from our 10
Contributing members, making a total income of
$600.00 per annum. It will, therefore, be necessary
for us to increase our membership or to increase the
yearly dues. I have thought it might be a good idea
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to submit to our members the question of increasing
our dues to $3.00 per year in order that our income
would be sufficient to meet the cost of publishing the
Quarterly and increasing its size.
In November of this year, one of the most important steps in the progress of the Society was taken
in the publication of A History of Jacksonville and
Vicinity by Mr. T. Frederick Davis, a resident of
Jacksonville.
The author, a member of the Society, has devoted
twenty years to accumulating data for this work, and
has compiled a book of 500 pages, painting in swift,
graphic word pictures a full, complete and authentic
history of Jacksonville and vicinity. It was a stupendous task: over one thousand letters were written, all
available public and private documents, newspapers,
foreign archives and the libraries of the State and nation were searched for the material, resulting in Mr.
Davis’s getting out a most complete and authoritative
history.
Mr. Davis generously donated the manuscript of
this history to The Florida Historical Society, requesting that the entire proceeds derived from the sale of
the book be devoted to the usages of the said Society
in the advancement of educational knowledge bearing
upon the history of Florida. The Society, profoundly
grateful to Mr. Davis for his great generosity and
proud to sponsor a work of such undisputed excellence, arranged to have 1000 copies published. This
volume, illustrated and nicely bound, is now on sale
at the headquarters of the Society, 7 West Forsyth
Street, or Box 42, Jacksonville, Florida, for $5.00.
Our archives and museum have been enriched during the past year by many contributions, most of
which are extremely valuable. Owing to the historical significance of these contributions I deem it just
that the information concerning them should be pre-
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sented to you in detail, therefore, the Secretary will
presently read to you the list.
The Assistant Secretary of the Society has received and replied to over 150 letters of inquiry on
subjects relating to Florida history, many of these
inquiries coming from distant states. I mention this
as evidence of the rapidly growing interest in the
Society beyond the confines of our native State.
In 1925, the Society lost through death four of
its most valued members: Father Benedict of St. Leo,
a contributor to our archives of many historical works
of his own authorship. The literati of the State, as
well as the Society, will suffer a keen loss on the
passing of this learned priest. Mr. Horace Drew of
Jacksonville, a son-in-law of the founder of The Florida Historical Society, Major George R. Fairbanks,
and one always vitally interested in the advancement
of historical research ; Mr. R. M. Cary of Pensacola,
and Mr. John Dismukes of St. Augustine. The Society wishes to publicly acknowledge its loss and I
suggest that a committee be appointed to prepare
suitable resolutions to be published in the next issue
of the Quarterly.
Respectfully submitted,
ARTHUR T. WILLIAMS,

President.
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